
Why We Ignore the Obvious at Our Peril
We all have blind spots. Things that we don't see, even when they're right
in front of us. These blind spots can lead us to make bad decisions, miss
opportunities, and even put ourselves in danger.

Willful Blindness: Why We Ignore the Obvious at Our
Peril by Margaret Heffernan

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1038 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 304 pages
Lending : Enabled

This book will help you identify your blind spots and overcome them. You'll
learn about the different types of blind spots, how they form, and what you
can do to break free from their grip.

With insights from psychology, neuroscience, and real-life examples, this
book will help you see the world more clearly and make better decisions.

Chapter 1: The Blind Spot Illusion

The blind spot illusion is a classic example of how our brains can deceive
us. When you look at the image below, you'll see a black dot on a white
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background. But if you close your right eye and focus on the black dot with
your left eye, the dot will disappear!

This illusion is caused by the fact that your retina has a blind spot where
the optic nerve exits the eye. When you look directly at the black dot, the
image of the dot falls on your blind spot, and your brain fills in the missing
information based on the surrounding area.

The blind spot illusion is a harmless example of how our brains can deceive
us. But there are other, more dangerous blind spots that can have a
significant impact on our lives.

Chapter 2: The Confirmation Bias

The confirmation bias is a tendency to seek out information that confirms
our existing beliefs. This bias can lead us to ignore evidence that
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contradicts our beliefs, and to overvalue evidence that supports them.

For example, if you believe that climate change is a hoax, you're more
likely to seek out information that supports this belief, and to ignore
information that contradicts it. This can lead you to make decisions that are
not in your best interests.

The confirmation bias is a powerful force that can lead us to make bad
decisions. It's important to be aware of this bias and to take steps to
overcome it.

Chapter 3: The Dunning-Kruger Effect

The Dunning-Kruger effect is a cognitive bias that causes people to
overestimate their own abilities. This bias can lead people to make poor
decisions, and to take on tasks that they're not qualified to do.

For example, a study found that people who scored in the bottom quartile
on a test of logical reasoning were more likely to rate themselves as being
in the top quartile. This overconfidence can lead people to make mistakes
that they would otherwise avoid.

The Dunning-Kruger effect is a serious problem that can have a negative
impact on our lives. It's important to be aware of this bias and to take steps
to overcome it.

Chapter 4: The Bystander Effect

The bystander effect is a social psychological phenomenon that occurs
when people are less likely to help someone in need when there are other



people present. This effect is due to a number of factors, including diffusion
of responsibility, fear of evaluation, and pluralistic ignorance.

For example, a study found that people were less likely to help a woman
who was being harassed when there were other people present. This effect
is a serious problem that can lead to people being injured or even killed.

The bystander effect is a complex phenomenon that is difficult to
overcome. However, there are a number of things that you can do to
increase the likelihood that you will help someone in need.

Chapter 5: The IKEA Effect

The IKEA effect is a cognitive bias that causes people to overvalue things
that they have assembled themselves. This effect is due to a number of
factors, including the effort that was put into assembling the item, the
perceived uniqueness of the item, and the sense of ownership that people
feel over the item.

For example, a study found that people were willing to pay more for a table
that they had assembled themselves than for a table that was assembled
by someone else. This effect can lead people to make poor decisions, such
as buying things that they don't need or that are not worth the money.

The IKEA effect is a serious problem that can lead to financial problems. It's
important to be aware of this bias and to take steps to overcome it.

We all have blind spots. But by being aware of these blind spots and taking
steps to overcome them, we can make better decisions, avoid mistakes,
and live more fulfilling lives.



This book has provided you with the tools and information you need to
identify your blind spots and overcome them. Now it's up to you to put this
knowledge into practice and make the most of your life.

Free Download your copy of Why We Ignore the Obvious at Our Peril
today!
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