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Abraham Lincoln is one of the most iconic figures in American history. He is
known for his leadership during the Civil War and for his role in the abolition
of slavery. But who was Abraham Lincoln really?

This article will explore the life and legacy of the 16th President. We will
learn about his humble beginnings, his rise to the presidency, and his
pivotal role in shaping the course of American history.

Early Life and Education

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a log cabin in
Hodgenville, Kentucky. His parents, Thomas and Nancy Lincoln, were poor
farmers. Abraham had two older sisters, Sarah and Nancy.

Abraham's early life was marked by poverty and hardship. His father died
when he was nine years old, and he was forced to work to help support his
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family. Despite these challenges, Abraham was a bright and inquisitive
child. He loved to read and learn, and he often borrowed books from
neighbors.

In 1830, Abraham's family moved to Illinois. Abraham continued to work on
the family farm, but he also found time to pursue his education. He
attended school sporadically and studied law by himself.

Political Career

In 1834, Abraham Lincoln was elected to the Illinois state legislature. He
served in the legislature for eight years, during which time he became a
respected leader and a skilled orator.

In 1846, Lincoln was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He
served in the House for one term, during which time he opposed the
Mexican-American War.

After leaving Congress, Lincoln returned to Illinois and resumed his law
practice. He also became active in the Republican Party, which was
founded in 1854 to oppose the expansion of slavery.

In 1858, Lincoln debated Stephen Douglas for the U.S. Senate seat from
Illinois. The debates, which became known as the Lincoln-Douglas
debates, were a major turning point in Lincoln's career. Lincoln's powerful
oratory and his unwavering opposition to slavery won him national
recognition.

Presidency



In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United States. He
took office in March 1861, just as the Civil War was breaking out.

The Civil War was a bloody and protracted conflict, but Lincoln's leadership
helped to preserve the Union and to end slavery. In 1863, Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared that all slaves in the
Confederate states were free.

In 1865, the Civil War ended with the surrender of the Confederate army.
Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth just five days after the war
ended.

Legacy

Abraham Lincoln is one of the most revered figures in American history. He
is remembered for his leadership during the Civil War and for his role in the
abolition of slavery. Lincoln's legacy is one of courage, compassion, and
determination.

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, delivered in 1863, is one of the most famous
speeches in American history. In the speech, Lincoln defined the purpose
of the Civil War as the preservation of the Union and the establishment of a
new birth of freedom.

Lincoln's legacy is also reflected in the many monuments and memorials
that have been erected in his honor. The Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C., is one of the most iconic landmarks in the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was a complex and fascinating figure. He was a man of
humble origins who rose to become one of the most important figures in



American history. Lincoln's leadership during the Civil War and his role in
the abolition of slavery have left a lasting legacy on the United States.
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