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In the annals of Pakistan's history, the name Mian Majid Ali Afzal stands tall
as a beacon of transformative leadership. As a renowned civil servant and
educationist, he left an indelible mark on the nation's bureaucracy and
education system, leaving behind a legacy that continues to inspire
generations.

Mian Majid Ali Afzal's journey began in the bustling city of Lahore, where he
was born on May 20, 1935. From a young age, he exhibited an exceptional
intellect and a burning desire to make a difference in the world. After
completing his early education in Pakistan, he went on to pursue higher
studies in the United Kingdom, where he earned a Master's degree in
Economics from the prestigious University of Cambridge.

Upon his return to Pakistan, Mian Majid Ali Afzal embarked on a
distinguished career in the civil service. He rose through the ranks with
remarkable speed, holding various key positions in the government. His
dedication and unwavering commitment to excellence earned him the
respect and admiration of his colleagues and superiors alike.

In 1973, Mian Majid Ali Afzal was appointed as the Secretary of the
Establishment Division, a position that gave him the opportunity to
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implement his visionary reforms. Recognizing the need for a more efficient
and merit-based civil service, he introduced a series of groundbreaking
initiatives.

One of his most significant reforms was the establishment of the Central
Superior Services (CSS) Examination. This competitive examination
replaced the previous system of recruitment based on patronage and
nepotism, ensuring that only the most qualified individuals entered the civil
service. The CSS Examination has since become a cornerstone of
Pakistan's bureaucracy, attracting the best and brightest minds to serve the
nation.

Mian Majid Ali Afzal also played a pivotal role in the development of
Pakistan's education system. As the Secretary of Education, he introduced
numerous reforms aimed at improving the quality of education and making
it accessible to all citizens. He established new schools and colleges,
increased teacher training programs, and introduced innovative teaching
methods.

Under his leadership, the University Grants Commission (UGC) was
established to regulate and promote higher education in Pakistan. The
UGC has played a crucial role in the development of the country's
universities and research institutions, contributing to the advancement of
knowledge and innovation.

Mian Majid Ali Afzal's vision extended beyond the realm of bureaucracy and
education. He was a passionate advocate for social justice and economic
development. He believed that every citizen had the potential to contribute



to the progress of the nation and worked tirelessly to create opportunities
for all.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, Mian Majid Ali Afzal
received numerous awards and accolades, both in Pakistan and abroad.
He was awarded the Sitara-e-Imtiaz, the highest civilian honor in Pakistan,
and was also honored by the Queen of England with the Free Download of
the British Empire (OBE).

Mian Majid Ali Afzal passed away on June 2, 2020, leaving behind a legacy
that will continue to inspire generations of Pakistanis. His reforms
transformed the nation's bureaucracy and education system, laying the
foundation for a more just, prosperous, and equitable society.

The life and legacy of Mian Majid Ali Afzal is a testament to the power of
one person to make a difference. His unwavering commitment to
excellence, his visionary leadership, and his compassion for all citizens
have left an enduring mark on Pakistan's history.

To learn more about the life and reforms of this extraordinary visionary, I
highly recommend reading the book "The Reforms Mian Majid Ali Afzal,"
written by his son, Mian Amir Mahmood.
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