The Epic Death of Ulysses Grant and the
Making of an American Pantheon

In the annals of American history, few deaths have had as profound an
impact as that of Ulysses S. Grant. The victorious Union general and 18th
president of the United States, Grant's death on July 23, 1885, sent
shockwaves across the nation and sparked an outpouring of grief and
mourning that has never been seen before or since.

The story of Grant's death is a complex and fascinating one, filled with both
tragedy and triumph. In the years leading up to his death, Grant had been
struggling with throat cancer, a condition that would ultimately claim his life.
Despite his illness, Grant remained active in public life, giving speeches
and attending events until just weeks before his death.
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On July 4, 1885, Grant delivered his final public speech at the dedication of
the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument in Riverside Park in New York City.
The speech was a powerful and moving tribute to the sacrifices made by
the men and women who had fought in the Civil War, and it was met with
thunderous applause from the crowd.

Just days later, Grant's health took a turn for the worse. He was diagnosed
with throat cancer, and his condition rapidly deteriorated. On July 23, 1885,
Grant died at the age of 63, surrounded by his family and friends.

Grant's death was a national tragedy. He was one of the most popular and
respected figures in American history, and his death was mourned by
millions of Americans. In the days following his death, flags were flown at
half-mast across the country, and memorial services were held in cities and
towns across the nation.

Grant's funeral was one of the largest and most elaborate in American
history. It was attended by hundreds of thousands of people, including
President Grover Cleveland, Vice President Thomas Hendricks, and many
of the nation's most prominent military and political leaders.

Grant's funeral was not only a day of mourning, but also a day of
celebration. It was a celebration of Grant's life and legacy, and it helped to
cement his place as one of the most important figures in American history.

In the years since his death, Grant has been the subject of numerous
books, articles, and documentaries. He has been praised for his military
leadership, his political skills, and his personal character. He is considered
one of the greatest presidents in American history, and his legacy continues
to inspire Americans today.



The Making of an American Pantheon

Grant's death was a watershed moment in American history. It marked the
end of an era and the beginning of a new one. The Civil War had been a
transformative event, and it had left a deep scar on the nation. Grant's
death helped to heal that scar, and it helped to create a new sense of
national unity.

In the years following the Civil War, the United States underwent a period of
rapid growth and change. The nation's population exploded, and the
country expanded westward to the Pacific Ocean. New industries emerged,
and the United States became a global economic power.

As the nation grew and changed, so did its understanding of its own history.
The Civil War was no longer seen as a sectional conflict, but as a national
struggle that had shaped the destiny of the United States. Grant's death
helped to bring about this new understanding, and it helped to create a new
American pantheon of heroes.

The American pantheon is a group of figures who are considered to be the
greatest and most important in American history. These figures include
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Ulysses S.
Grant. These men are all considered to be heroes, and they have all played
a significant role in shaping the history of the United States.

Grant's death helped to establish the American pantheon. He was one of

the most popular and respected figures in American history, and his death
was mourned by millions of Americans. His funeral was one of the largest
and most elaborate in American history, and it helped to cement his place
as one of the most important figures in the nation's history.



Today, Grant is still considered to be one of the greatest Americans who
ever lived. His legacy continues to inspire Americans today, and he remains
a symbol of the nation's strength, unity, and purpose.
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