
The Deeds of Augustus: A Legacy Etched in
Stone
An to the Res Gestae Divi Augusti

In the year 14 CE, the venerated Roman emperor Augustus, having
reigned for over four decades, composed a monumental inscription known
as the Res Gestae Divi Augusti (The Deeds of the Divine Augustus). This
extraordinary document, carved on bronze tablets and displayed
prominently in front of his mausoleum in Rome, served as a powerful
testament to his extraordinary life and accomplishments.
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The Res Gestae, a first-person account written in polished Latin, provides
an invaluable glimpse into the mind of one of antiquity's most astute
statesmen and military commanders. Augustus meticulously chronicles his
achievements, from his early triumphs in the civil wars to his transformative
reforms that ushered in a golden age for the Roman Empire.
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The Annotated and Illustrated Edition

Now, for the first time in centuries, a comprehensive and richly annotated
edition of The Deeds of Augustus has been meticulously crafted. This
exceptional volume, The Deeds of Augustus Annotated and Illustrated,
offers a profound understanding of this historical masterpiece, illuminating
its significance and providing unparalleled insights into the life and times of
Augustus.

The annotation, meticulously researched by leading historians and
scholars, provides detailed commentary on every passage of the Res
Gestae. This expert analysis unravels the historical context, clarifies
complex concepts, and highlights the nuances of Augustus's language and
rhetoric.

The illustrations, meticulously selected from a vast array of ancient
sources, complement the annotated text, bringing the world of Augustus
vividly to life. These evocative images depict the emperor, his family, his
legions, and the grand monuments he erected, allowing readers to
visualize the grandeur and achievements of his reign.

Exploring the Legacy of Augustus

Through The Deeds of Augustus Annotated and Illustrated, readers embark
on a captivating historical journey, witnessing firsthand the remarkable
achievements of one of Rome's most influential rulers. Augustus, a
visionary leader and astute strategist, transformed the Roman Republic into
a vast and enduring empire that would shape the course of Western
civilization.



The document reveals Augustus's unwavering commitment to restoring
peace and stability after decades of bloody civil wars. His military
campaigns, meticulously detailed in the Res Gestae, expanded the empire
to unprecedented frontiers, establishing Rome as the dominant power in
the Mediterranean world.

Beyond his military prowess, Augustus emerged as an astute statesman
and administrator. His far-reaching reforms touched every aspect of Roman
society, from the administration of justice to the construction of monumental
public works. The lasting impact of his governance is evident in the
establishment of the pax Romana, a period of unprecedented peace and
prosperity that lasted for over two centuries.

The Significance of the Res Gestae

The Res Gestae serves as more than a mere historical record; it is a
testament to Augustus's profound understanding of the art of propaganda.
By carefully crafting his own narrative, Augustus sought to shape his legacy
and ensure his enduring reputation among his contemporaries and future
generations.

The Res Gestae, as a carefully crafted piece of self-promotion, offers a
fascinating glimpse into the complexities of Roman imperial ideology.
Augustus skillfully employs a mix of factual accounts, subtle self-praise,
and subtle political messages, showcasing his strategic brilliance and
mastery of public relations.

A Timeless Masterpiece for History Enthusiasts

The Deeds of Augustus Annotated and Illustrated is an indispensable
resource for scholars, historians, and anyone fascinated by the grandeur of



ancient Rome. This comprehensive and beautifully crafted edition brings
the Res Gestae to life, allowing readers to delve into the intricacies of
imperial power, propaganda, and the enduring legacy of one of history's
most influential figures.

With its captivating narrative, illuminating annotations, and stunning
illustrations, The Deeds of Augustus Annotated and Illustrated transports
readers back to the heart of the Roman Empire, offering a profound
understanding of its greatest emperor and his indelible mark on the course
of history.
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