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: The Birth of a Legend

In the realm of fantasy literature, few characters command the same
unwavering admiration and enduring legacy as Conan the Barbarian.
Created by Robert E. Howard in 1932, this enigmatic warrior from the
fictional Hyborian Age captured the imagination of countless readers with
his raw physical prowess, indomitable spirit, and unwavering loyalty to his
code of honor.

In 1970, Marvel Comics took up the mantle of bringing Conan's adventures
to the world of sequential storytelling. Under the visionary guidance of
writer Roy Thomas, the Marvel Conan series became an instant critical and
commercial success, propelling the Cimmerian to even greater heights of
popularity.

The Marvel Conan Era: A Literary Tour de Force

For over two decades, Roy Thomas meticulously crafted a rich and
immersive world for Conan within the pages of Marvel Comics. His stories
delved deeply into the character's origins, motivations, and relationships,
while remaining faithful to Robert E. Howard's original vision.
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Thomas's Conan was a complex and multifaceted hero, driven by a thirst
for adventure but also burdened by the weight of his past. He was a master
swordsman and a cunning strategist, but also capable of great compassion
and loyalty. Alongside his faithful companions, such as the enigmatic
Valeria and the loyal Belit, Conan faced countless challenges and emerged
victorious through a combination of strength, wit, and unwavering
determination.

Exploring the Savage Lands: Key Storylines and Characters

The Marvel Conan series spanned a vast canvas, encompassing epic
storylines and introducing a cast of unforgettable characters. Among the
most notable are:

The Tower of the Elephant: Conan's journey to the mysterious Tower
of the Elephant, where he confronts a malevolent sorcerer and
discovers the secrets of his past.

The Phoenix on the Sword: A quest for a legendary sword that leads
Conan into a realm of ancient gods and world-shaking prophecies.

Red Nails: An encounter with a bloodthirsty tribe of Picts, led by the
formidable Red Nails, forces Conan to confront his own inner demons.

The Hour of the Dragon: A cosmic threat looms over the Hyborian
Age as Conan must rally his allies to defeat the forces of darkness.

Throughout these adventures, Conan crossed paths with an array of
memorable allies and adversaries, including the wise wizard Epemitreus,
the beautiful sorceress Zara, and the cunning thief Murilo. These
characters added depth and variety to the Conan mythos, enriching the
overall storytelling experience.



The Art of Conan: Iconic Imagery and Legendary Artists

The visual artistry of the Marvel Conan series played a pivotal role in its
enduring popularity. Thomas collaborated with some of the most talented
artists in the comic book industry, including Barry Windsor-Smith, John
Buscema, Neal Adams, and Ernie Chan.

These artists brought Conan's world to life with breathtaking detail and
dynamic action sequences. Their work captured the essence of Howard's
original creation while also adding their own unique artistic flair. The iconic
imagery created by these artists has become synonymous with the
character of Conan the Barbarian.

Legacy and Impact: A Cornerstone of the Fantasy Genre

The Marvel Conan series by Roy Thomas not only showcased the
adventures of a legendary hero but also left an indomitable mark on the
fantasy genre as a whole. Its innovative storytelling, memorable characters,
and stunning artwork inspired countless creators and shaped the
landscape of modern fantasy.

The series has been translated into numerous languages and continues to
captivate readers of all ages. It has also been adapted into several
successful films, television shows, and video games, further solidifying
Conan's status as a global icon.

: The Enduring Allure of Conan the Barbarian

Conan the Barbarian is a character who transcends time and medium. Roy
Thomas's Marvel Comics series brought the Cimmerian warrior to life in a
way that both honored Robert E. Howard's original creation and expanded
upon its rich mythology.



Whether you're a lifelong fan or a newcomer to the world of Conan, this
comprehensive guide offers a captivating journey through the Savage
Lands. Immerse yourself in the thrilling adventures of the legendary
Cimmerian and discover why Conan the Barbarian continues to inspire and
enthrall audiences worldwide.
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