
Guide To Changing Men Fashion From The
17th To The 20th Century: A Comprehensive
Overview
Fashion, an ever-evolving expression of human creativity, has played a
pivotal role in shaping the identity of societies throughout history. Men's
fashion, in particular, has undergone a fascinating transformation over the
centuries, reflecting not only changing aesthetics but also societal norms,
cultural influences, and technological advancements.
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This comprehensive guide takes you on a sartorial journey through the
centuries, exploring the intricate details, societal influences, and cultural
significance behind each era's distinctive men's fashion choices.

17th Century: The Age of Opulence

The 17th century witnessed a dramatic departure from the somber and
restrictive styles of the previous era. Men's fashion embraced extravagance
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and ornamentation, as exemplified by the elaborate lace collars, feathered
hats, and bejeweled waistcoats.

This ostentatious style was heavily influenced by the court of King Louis
XIV of France, known as the "Sun King." His courtiers, seeking to emulate
their monarch's grandeur, adopted elaborate and flamboyant attire that
showcased their wealth and status.
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18th Century: Enlightenment and Refinement

The 18th century brought about a shift towards a more refined and
understated style. Men's fashion became characterized by tailored suits,
waistcoats, and breeches in muted colors. Lace and embroidery were still
popular but used more sparingly.
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This period also saw the rise of the "macaroni," young men who embraced
extreme fashion and hairstyles as a form of social rebellion. Their eccentric
outfits, often featuring flamboyant colors and powdered wigs, challenged
the prevailing norms of the time.

19th Century: Industrial Revolution and Technological Innovation

The 19th century marked a significant turning point in men's fashion as the
Industrial Revolution introduced new materials and manufacturing
techniques. Tailoring became more standardized, leading to the emergence
of mass-produced suits and overcoats.



Technological advancements also influenced clothing design. The invention
of sewing machines and synthetic dyes made it possible to create more
intricate garments and bolder colors. This period also saw the rise of
sportswear and leisurewear as men began to participate in more
recreational activities.

20th Century: Modernism and Cultural Revolution
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The 20th century witnessed a series of dramatic fashion revolutions that
challenged traditional notions of masculinity and aesthetics. Modernism,
with its emphasis on simplicity and functionality, influenced the emergence
of streamlined suits and tailored sportswear.

Cultural movements such as the counterculture and the hippie movement
rejected the conformity and formality of previous eras. Men embraced more
eclectic and casual styles, experimenting with jeans, brightly colored shirts,
and unconventional accessories.
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The latter part of the 20th century saw a resurgence of tailored suits, albeit
with a more relaxed and contemporary fit. The rise of athleisure wear
blurred the lines between sportswear and everyday clothing, creating a
more versatile and comfortable style.

The evolution of men's fashion from the 17th to the 20th century has been
a captivating journey, reflecting the ever-changing nature of society, culture,
and technology. Each era has left its own unique mark on the sartorial
landscape, contributing to the rich tapestry of men's fashion history.

This comprehensive guide has provided a brief overview of the key trends
and influences that have shaped men's fashion over the centuries. To delve
deeper into the fascinating details and nuances of each era, we encourage
you to explore our extensive collection of articles and resources on men's
fashion history.
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