Conan the Barbarian: An Exploration of Roy
Thomas' Epic Marvel Saga

In the realm of comic book lore, few heroes have captured the imagination
like Conan the Barbarian. Created by Robert E. Howard in the 1930s,
Conan's adventures have thrilled readers for generations. In the 1970s and
1980s, writer Roy Thomas brought Conan to Marvel Comics in a stunning
series that redefined the character and left an enduring mark on the comic
book landscape.

Conan's Marvel Debut



Roy Thomas first introduced Conan to Marvel in 1970 with
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Conan the Barbarian #1. Thomas had long been a fan of Howard's original
stories, and he approached Marvel with his vision for a new Conan series.
Marvel editor Stan Lee was initially hesitant, but Thomas eventually
convinced him of the character's potential.
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Thomas's Conan comic was a critical and commercial success. It captured
the essence of Howard's creation while adding its own unique elements.
Thomas drew inspiration from Howard's original stories, but he also
expanded on Conan's world, creating new characters and storylines.

Conan The Barbarian (1970-1993) #72 by Roy Thomas
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The Hyborian Age

Thomas's Conan series was set in the Hyborian Age, a fictional time period
inspired by the ancient world. This setting allowed Thomas to create a rich
and believable world for Conan to inhabit. He populated the Hyborian Age
with a diverse cast of characters, including barbarians, sorcerers, and
pirates.

The Hyborian Age was a dangerous and unforgiving world, and Conan was
a product of that environment. He was a skilled warrior and a survivor. He
was also a complex character, with a deep sense of honor and a love for
his people.

Conan's Battles

Conan's Marvel series was known for its action-packed battles. Thomas
wrote some of the most memorable Conan fights in comic book history.
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These battles were brutal and exciting, and they showcased Conan's
strength and skill.

One of the most famous Conan battles is his fight with the giant snake in
Conan the Barbarian #24. This battle is a classic example of Thomas's epic
storytelling. He combines action, suspense, and humor to create a truly
memorable experience.

Conan's Women

Conan was a strong and powerful warrior, but he was also a man. He had a
weakness for women, and he often found himself involved in romantic
entanglements.

Thomas wrote some of the most iconic Conan love stories in comic book
history. These stories explored the complex relationship between Conan
and his love interests. They also showcased Conan's softer side.

The Legacy of Roy Thomas' Conan

Roy Thomas's Conan the Barbarian series is considered one of the
greatest comic book runs of all time. Thomas's writing and storytelling are
masterful, and he created a truly epic saga.

Thomas's Conan series has had a lasting impact on comics and pop
culture. It has inspired other Conan comics, movies, and even video
games. It has also helped to popularize the sword-and-sorcery genre.

Roy Thomas's Conan the Barbarian series is a masterpiece of comic book
storytelling. It is a thrilling and exciting adventure that captures the essence
of Robert E. Howard's original creation. Thomas's Conan is a complex and



compelling character, and his stories are full of action, suspense, and

humor.
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