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American federalism has evolved over time, and the balance of power
between the national government and the states has shifted back and forth.
However, the basic principles of federalism remain the same: power is
divided between the national government and the states, and both levels of
government have their own areas of responsibility.

The Division of Power
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The division of power between the national government and the states is
set forth in the U.S. Constitution. The Constitution gives the national
government certain powers, such as the power to declare war, to regulate
interstate commerce, and to coin money. The Constitution also reserves
certain powers to the states, such as the power to regulate intrastate
commerce, to establish local governments, and to provide for public
education.

In addition to the powers that are explicitly granted to the national
government and the states, the Constitution also gives the national
government the power to make laws that are "necessary and proper" to
carry out its enumerated powers. This implied power has been used by the
national government to expand its authority in a number of areas, such as
the regulation of the economy and the protection of civil rights.

The Supremacy Clause

The Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution states that the Constitution
and the laws of the United States are the supreme law of the land. This
means that state laws cannot conflict with federal laws. If a state law
conflicts with a federal law, the federal law will prevail.

The Supremacy Clause has been used by the Supreme Court to strike
down state laws that discriminate against interstate commerce, that
interfere with the national government's ability to carry out its enumerated
powers, or that violate the rights of individuals.

The Commerce Clause

The Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution gives the national
government the power to regulate interstate commerce. This power has



been used by the national government to regulate a wide range of
activities, including the transportation of goods and people across state
lines, the sale of goods and services in interstate commerce, and the
regulation of the securities industry.

The Commerce Clause has been a source of controversy, as some people
argue that the national government has used it to expand its authority too
far. However, the Supreme Court has upheld the national government's
broad interpretation of the Commerce Clause, and it remains one of the
most important powers of the national government.

Federalism in Action

American federalism is a complex system of government, but it is also a
flexible system that has been able to adapt to changing circumstances. The
division of power between the national government and the states has
allowed the United States to remain a strong and united nation while also
allowing for a great deal of diversity and local autonomy.

Federalism is a key part of the American identity, and it is a system of
government that has served the United States well for over two centuries.
American federalism is a model for other countries around the world, and it
is a system of government that is likely to continue to serve the United
States well for many years to come.

American Federalism in Practice is an essential guide to the U.S. federal
system. This book provides a comprehensive overview of the division of
power between the national government and the states, and it examines
the role of federalism in American history and politics. American Federalism



in Practice is a valuable resource for anyone interested in American politics
and government.

To learn more about American federalism, Free Download your copy of
American Federalism in Practice today!

Click here to Free Download your copy of American Federalism in
Practice!
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