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A Journey Through Culture, Identity, and Belonging

In her debut memoir, American Chica, Esmeralda Santiago recounts her
extraordinary childhood as a first-generation Latina in the United States.
Born in Puerto Rico and raised in New York City, Esmeralda found herself
caught between two worlds, struggling to reconcile her traditional Puerto
Rican upbringing with her newfound American identity.

With vivid prose and unflinching honesty, Esmeralda paints a portrait of a
childhood marked by both joy and hardship. She recounts the challenges of
growing up poor in a Spanish-speaking household, her experiences with
racism and discrimination, and her search for a sense of belonging. But
amidst the adversity, Esmeralda also finds solace in her family, her culture,
and her own indomitable spirit.
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American Chica is a powerful and moving story that speaks to the universal
human experience of finding one's place in the world. It is a must-read for
anyone who has ever felt torn between cultures or struggled to define their
own identity.

Praise for American Chica

"Santiago's memoir is a powerful and moving story that speaks to the
universal human experience of finding one's place in the world. It is a
must-read for anyone who has ever felt torn between cultures or
struggled to define their own identity." - The New York Times

"A beautifully written and deeply personal account of a childhood spent
navigating two cultures. Santiago's story is both heartbreaking and
hopeful, and it will resonate with anyone who has ever felt like an
outsider." - The Washington Post

"Santiago's memoir is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the complexities of the American experience. It is a story of
resilience, hope, and the power of the human spirit." - NPR

About the Author

Esmeralda Santiago is a critically acclaimed author and professor. She is
the author of the bestselling memoir When I Was Puerto Rican, as well as
several other novels and works of nonfiction. Santiago's work has been
translated into over 20 languages and has received numerous awards,
including the American Book Award and the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award.

Santiago is a professor of English at the University of California, Riverside.
She is also the founder and director of the Esmeralda Santiago Writers



Institute, a nonprofit organization that provides writing workshops and
scholarships to aspiring writers from underrepresented communities.

Free Download Your Copy Today

American Chica is available now in hardcover, paperback, and ebook. Free
Download your copy today and start reading Esmeralda Santiago's
unforgettable story.
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20 Must Visit Attractions In La Paz, Bolivia
La Paz, Bolivia is a city of contrasts, where the modern and the
traditional meet. From its stunning mountain views to its vibrant
indigenous...
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